HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES

always the possibility of seizing the land and utilising
it directly for the benefit of the peasants. The direct
and obvious dependence of the nobility upon the
peasants was the essential element in a regime of
force. But, if force could keep the peasants down, it
could also raise them up. A straightforward oppor-
tunity always lay open to the people, provided they
could muster sufficient thunder. This agricultural
situation was totally different from the cramped
darkness of the industrial cities of England. Here the
only suggestion of escape was the small strip of blue
sky above the lines of brick and soot.*

Here I am suggesting that asceticism and Non-
conformism are rooted in blind alleys and despair. It
is fairly true that when poor people see no hope in this
world, they turn away for comfort to hopes for After
Life. Even more characteristic of material misery is the
tendency to attribute the evil of the world to original
sin, or to some appalling destiny of eternal woe, from
which there is not, and should not be, any release in
life. Perhaps this generalisation, especially applicable
to periods when the only thought-mechanism is
theological, also applies to the asceticism of the East.
Indian intellectuals, even the most Westernised,
seem to think ascetically and their reaction to Russia

* **Tkere is a happy laud,
Far, Far awayr
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